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People have the wrong idea about ethics. It does not exist primarily to punish, to
repress, to condemn. There are courts, police and prisons for that and no one would
claim they are governed by pure morality. Socrates died in prison, but he died more

free than his judges. It is here, perhaps, that philosophy begins. (1\It is here that

5 ethics begins, ceaselessly, in each of us: at the point where no punishment is

possible, no sanction is effective, no condemnation is necessary. Ethics begins when

we are free: it is freedom itself, when that freedom is considered and controlled.

In a shop you see a CD you'd like to steal ... but there’s a security guard

watching, or maybe you’re just scared of being caught, of being punished. This is
10 not honesty; it is self-interest. It is not ethics; it is caution. Fear of the police is the
opposite of virtue, or it is the virtue of prudence.

Imagine that you have a ring which enables you to become invisible at will.
What would you do? What would you not do? Would you continue to respect other
people’s property, for example, their privacy, their secrets, their freedom, their

15 dignity, their lives? No one can answer for you: the question concerns you alone, but

it concerns you entirely. (Z\Anything that you do not usually do but would permit

yourself were you invisible owes less to ethics than it does to caution or hypocrisy.

On the other hand, that which you would still require of yourself or forbid yourself,

even if you were invisible — not out of self-interest, but from a sense of duty — that

20 alone is strictly moral. Your soul has its own standards. Your morality has its

standards by which you judge yourself. Your morality is that which you require of

yourself, not because of what others might think, nor because of some external

threat, but in the name of a particular conception of good and evil, of duty and of

prohibition, of what is ( a ) and ( b ), of humanity and of yourself. In

25 practical terms: morality is the sum total of the rules which you would respect, even
were you invisible and unbeatable.

Is that a lot? Is it a little? That is for you to decide; if you could make yourself

invisible would you condemn an innocent man, for example, or betray a friend,
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