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Smith says Yellowstone needs " its top dog to keep the elk on their toes.
Beschta agrees. “It’s one thing for us to put wolves back into Yellowstone
because we took them out,” he says. “It’s another to put them back because the

ecosystem requires it.” 5 Without wolves in the park today to scare the elk off

overbrowsing, “the clock would be running out on remaining cottonwoods,” he

warns. “They’d eventually disappear. Bringing the wolves back has been an

incredible plus.”

Further research should tell whether climate and fire history are also affecting
floral revival, but some scientists believe they’ve already found 6 the key — and
not just to the Yellowstone ecosystem. “Wolves seem to have an excessive impact
here, and I'm sure the same is true of top predators that have been lost
elsewhere,” says Beschta. “Perhaps now we can start to appreciate just how

important a role these kinds of *carnivores play.”
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